Spanich Reading Instructional Progression
A Scope & Sequence for Teaching Reading in Spanish

Thank you for downloading this guidel

One of the questions I hear most of' ten from ducl longuoge Teachers is:

When Iim feaching students fo read in Spanish, what do I feach first ond what
comes next?

I understond that quiestion because I had it foo. Lke many biingudl tfeachers, I
learned a lot doout how to teach reading in English during my tfeacher
preparation classes, but much of what I learned dbout teaching students o
read in Spanish came once I was dready in the dassroom. During my first
years teaching first grade, L of ten found mysef piecing fogether resources,
figuring out the sequence as I went, ond wondering whether I was infroducing
sKils in the right order.

Over time, one thing became very clear: Spanish reading instruction needs to
reflect the structure of Sponish.

Spanish has a highly consistent relationship between letters ond sounds, and
sylobles play an especially important role in early decoding. Because of that,
instruction can infentionaly buid from sounds — letters — syldbles —
increasingly complex words — connected text, whie students opply those skils
o red words, language, and meaningful reading dlong the way.

That's why I created this Spanish Reading Instructional Progression.

It gives you a big-picture view of the foundationd skils that support learning To
read in Spanish and a general sequence for infroducing them. The progression
moves from phonological and phonemic awareness and letter—sound
correspondence info sylable patterns, increasingly complex word andlysis,
accentuation ond morphology, and finaly greater fluency with connected text.

But this is not a checkiist of isolated skils. Reading developrment is cumulative ond
overlopping. Students do not need to completely master one phase bef'ore
experiencing the next. Word reading, vocabulory, comprehension, oral language,
ond meaning-rmaking should be woven throughout instruction.
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How to Use This Guide

« Start with what your students con dready do—not simply their grade
level or the time of year. Use the progression to identify what they
understand ond what skil would logically come next.

+ Use the sequence as a roadmap, not a rigid pacing guide. Skils build on
one anofher, but you may revisit, reinforce, and overlap them as
students develop.

« (onnect skills to real reading from the beginning. fis students learn
letters and syllable patterns, give them opportunities To opply them tfo
wonrds, senfences, and appropriate connected fext.

* Keep language and meoning af the cenfer. Continue developing ordl
longuage, vocdbulary, comprehension, ond knowledge alongside
foundational reading skills,

My hope is that This guide gives you something I wish I had during my

first years teaching Spanish reading: a clear picture of where youre going,
what comes next, and how the pieces fit together.

The full progression follows on the next pages in Spanish & English.

Sounds — Letters — Sylldbles — Words — (onnected Text
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Spanich Reading Instructional Progression

Una porogresion para ensefiar o leer en espafiol

This progression shows the foundationd skils that support learning To read in Spanish
ond a general sequence for introducing them. Skils are cumulative and overlapping, not
isolated steps that must be completely mastered bef'ore moving forward,

kil

Instructiond Focus

Exarmples

FOUNDATION

1. Phonological &

Phonemic Awareness

Develop awareness of sounds and
sylables in spoken words

initiol sounds, sylable
identification, blending,
segmenting, deletion, phoneme
mManipulation

2. Letter-Sound
Correspondence

Connect Spanish graphemes to
their sounds

vowels — consonants —
digraphs

CORE DECODING

3. Open Sylobles

Read and build CV syldbles ond
opply them fo words

mMa, Me, Mi, MO, MU — Mapa,
nMesd, MIMo

U. Cosed/Inverse
Syldables

Read sylables ending in consonants
ond opply them to words

d, el i, ol u — difo, dma

5. Complex Sylable
Patterns

Reod sylables containing consonont
clusters and other increasingly
complex structures

blo, ble... bra, bre..— blusa, brazo

6. Vowel
Combinations

Recognize and read vowel
combinations across sylables and
words

diptongos, hiatos

ADVANCED WORD ANALYSIS

1. Multisylabic &
Complex Word
Reading

Bpply known syldble patterns
flexibly To decode increasingly long
ond complex words

mixed syloble patterns, longer
word decoding, compound
words

8. Stress & Written
Accents

Use stress patterns ond weritten
accent marks to read ond
pronounce words accurately

sfloba Ténica, agudas,
graves/llanas, esdryjulas, tide

9. Morphology

Use meaningful word parts fo
support word reading and
meaning

prefijos, sufijos, roices,
palabras compuestas

FLUENCY &
CONNECTED
TEXT

10. Fluency &
Connected Text

Read increasingly complex text
accurately, automatically, ond with
understanding

accurocy, automaficity,
phrasing, expression,
cormprehension

Sounds — Lefters — Syllables — Words — Connected Text

Word reading vocabulory, comprehension, and meaning-making run throughout al phases
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Spanish Reading Instructional Progression

Una progresion para ensefiar o leer en espafol

This progression shows the foundationdl skils that support learning to read in Spanish
ond a general sequence for introducing them. Skils are cumulative and overlapping, not
isolated steps that must be completely mastered before moving forward

kil

Instructiond Focus

Exarmples

FOUNDATION

1. Phonological &

Phonemic Awareness

Develop awareness of sounds and
sylables in spoken words

initiol sounds, sylable
identification, blending,
segmenting, deletion, phoneme
mManipulation

2. Letter-Sound
Correspondence

Connect Spanish graphemes to
their sounds

vowels — consonants —
digraphs

CORE DECODING

3. Open Sylobles

Read and build CV syldbles ond
opply them fto words

ma, Me, Mi, MO, MU — Mapa,
nMesda, MIMo

U. Cosed/Inverse
Sylables

Read sylables ending in consonants
ond opply them to words

d, el i, o u — difo, dma

5. Complex Sylable
Patterns

Read sylables containing consonont
clusters and other increasingly
complex structures

blo, ble... bra, bre..— blusa, brazo

6. Vowel
Combinations

Recognize and read vowel
combinations across sylables and
words

diptongos, hiatos

ADVANCED WORD ANALYSIS

1. Multisylabic &
Complex Word
Reading

Bpply known syldble patterns
flexibly To decode increasingly long
ond complex words

mixed syloble patterns, longer
word decoding, compound
words

8. Stress & Written
Accents

Use sfress patterns and written
accent marks to read ond
pronounce words accurately

sfloba Ténica, agudas,
graves/llanas, esdryjulas, tide

9. Morphology

Use meaningful word parts fo
support word reading and
meaning

prefijos, sufijos, roices,
paldbras compuestas

FLUENCY &
CONNECTED
TEXT

10. Fluency &
Connected Text

Read increasingly complex text
accurately, automatically, ond with
understanding

accurocy, automaficity,
phrasing, expression,
cormprehension

Sounds — Lefters — Syllables — Words — Connected Text

Word reading vocabulary, comprehension, and meaning-making run throughout al phases.
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Progresion de la enseflanza de la lectura en

espanol

Esta progresion muestra las destrezas fundomentales que apoyan el oprendizaje de la
lectura en espaiol y una secuencia genera para presentarios. Las destrezas son
acumulativas y se superponen: No son pasos dislados que deban dominarse por completo

onfes de sequir adelonte.

Destreza Enfogue de la ensefionza Ejemplos
1 Conciencia Desarrolar la conciencia de los sonidos inicidles, identificacion de
3 ' : .. | sonidos y los sildbas en las palobras | sflobas, unir, segmentar, omitir,
£ | fonoldgicay fonémica .
Z habladas manipulor fonemas
>
[«
% 2. Correspondencia Conectar los grofiermas del espafiol | vocales — consonontfes —
= | letra-sonido con sus sonidos digrofios
’ . Leer y formar sflobas CV mMa, Me, Mi, Mo, Mu — Maopa
3. Silabas obiertos >y Y 1S, Tl PO, MU= Mepa
oplicarlos o las paldoras Mesa, Mo
S
Q L Sllabas Leer silabas que terminan en
o) ' ) consononte vy oplicarlos o los al, el i, ol ul — alfo, dma
=z | cerrodos/inversas
S polobros
)
CE /| . /|
S | 5. Slabas complejos Leer silobas con grupos
= ¢ P e 9 + P truct bla, ble. i bra, bre . — blusa,
5 | (grupos consondnficos y otras estructuras | J°1°
S | consondnticos) cada vez mds complejos
o
6. Combinaciones de | Reconocer y leer combinaciones de | 4 4 os hiatos
vocdles vocdles en sildbas y paldbras prongos.
Aplicar con flexibiidod los patrones il :
1 Lecturade Pic ) P pafrones sidbicos variados,
ot A sldbicos conocidos pora leer o .
fa palabras multisidbicas . decodficacion de paldoras mds
o : polobras cada vez mds largas y
=2 y complejas o] lorgas, paldboras compuestas
T " complejas
=
T : Usar los patrones de acentuacion . -~
=2 | 8 ficentuacion y | S OSP S e acentuadan ¥ | fioba ténica, oguidas,
< | . os tides pora leer y pronuncior los 2 .
wg | sfloba ténica e graves/llanas, esdryjulas, tide
Ha pddbras con precision
=
—
T Usar partes significativas de las . . .
g aM , P 9 prefijos, sufijos, raices,
. Morfologla palcbras para opoyar lalectura y el | © 0 +
signficado paldbras compuestas
> O
o . Leer textos cada vez md -
NS & | 10. Fluidez y texto oer 16x1os © 2 mas precisién, outomaticidad, fraseo,
550 complejos con precisién, » =~
B @ | conectado = . expresidn, comprension
S8 outomaticidad y comprension
= O

Sonidos — Letras — Slobas — Palobras — Texto conectodo
La lectura ae palobras, el vocabulario, lo comprension y la construccion ade significado se infegran en

fodos los Foses.
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Progresion de la enseflanza de la lectura en

espanol

Esta progresion muestra las destrezas fundomentales que apoyan el oprendizaje de la
lectura en espofiol y una secuencia general para presentarios. Las destrezas son
acumulativas y se superponen: No son pasos dislados que deban dominarse por completo

ontes de seguir adelante.

Destreza Enfogue de la ensefionza Ejemplos
1 Conciencia Desarrolar la conciencia de los sonidos inicidles, identificacion de
3 e . . . | sonidos y los sildbas en las polobras | sflobas, unir, segmentar, omitir,
= onolégica y fonémica )
Z habladas manipulor fonermas
>
[«
:%) 2. Correspondencia Conector los grafemas del espafiol | vocdes — consonantes —
= | letra-sonido con sus sonidos digrof'os
. , Leer y formar sflobas CV nMa, Me, Mi, Mo, MU — Mopa,
3. Sllobas dbiertas Y P
' oplicarlos o las paldoras mMesa, Mo
P P
S
Q 1 Sllabas Leer silabas que terminan en
o) ' , consonante vy aplicarlas a los al, el i, ol, ul — affo, dma
z | cerrados/inversas v P I
S polobros
)
CE /| . /|
S | 5. Sllobas complejas | Leer silabas con grupos
H ot blo, ble.... bra, bre... — blusa
5 | (grupos consondniticos y otras estructuras | oo 2° Bre.. = busa,
a ot Sy brazo
S | consondnticos) cada vez mds complejos
o
o
6. Combinaciones de | Reconocer v leer combinaciones de | .
. diptongos, hiatos
vocdles vocdles en sildbas y paldbras
1 Lecturade Aplicar con flexiicad los patrones patrones sidbicos variados
' . sidbicos conocidos para leer P o
&S palabras mutisidbicas ocldoras coda vez Eﬂds orgas decodficacion de paldoras mds
O .
complejos . lorgass, polobras compuestas
§ Y Pe) complejas gas, p P
=& >
S & | 8. Acentuacion Usar los patrones de acenfuadn y sfloba ténica, agudas
TG | . Y los tides para leer y pronuncior los , aguaes. .
wg | sflobaténica e graves/lanas, esdryjulas, tide
Ha paldbras con precision
H
—
T Usar partes significativas de las . . .
< , refijos, sufijos, raices,
= 9. Morfologla dlabras para opoyar la lectura y el | PrE YOS, SAOS TaIces
oA polobras compuestas
significado
>
e . Leer textos cada vez mds . -
N2 & | 10. Fluidez y texto : - precisién, outomaticidad, fraseo,
555 | conectado COMPIBJ0S con predision, expresidn, comprension
2F35 outomaticidad y comprension P ’ P
L O

Sonidos — Letras — Sflabas — Palobras — Texto conectodo
La lectura ae palobras, el vocabulario, lo comprension y la construccion ade significado se infegran en

fodos los Foses.
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Where Do I Start?

Use the progression to pinpoint where students need support.

When a student gets stuck whie reading, Toke a closer look at what the text requires them
o do. Brecking the words into its sounds, sylobles, ond patterns con help you identif'y
where additiondl instruction or practice may be needed. Use the progression To look back,
pinpoint that skil, and provide targeted support.

When a Student Gets Stuck
Nofice — Ereok It Down — Look Fack — Teach & Flooly

1 2 3 Y
Notice the Bredck it down Look back Teach & apply
dfficutty ., Whatsoungs, ., Which ecrfer skilin Teach that kil
What is the student letters, syldbles, or the progression 7 explatly, then opply
having trouble word pafterns might need more it right away fo
reading? does the student instruction or words and text.
need to read it? practice?
What Might That Look Like?

Student struggles to read blusa.

Breok it down: blu « sa

Can the student read sa? Can the student blend blu?

Con the student read other syldbles with bl- (bl ble, bl blo, bilu)?

— The student may need more instruction with complex syldble patterns.

Student sfruggles o read dito.

Breck it down: d « to

Can the student read to? Con the student read the inverse syloble o?
Can the student blend the syldbles together?

— Look back at closed / inverse sylobles.

Student sfruggles o read tronsporte.

Breck it down: frons < por ¢ te

Can the student recognize each sylable”? Can they read the different sylable structures within the word?
Con they combine those syldbles smoothly?

— The student may know the individudl patterns but need more practice with multisylabic and complex
word recding.

Don't autormaticaly move backward an entire phase.

£} student may need support with one specfic pattern whie successfuly reading mony others. Use the
progression to pinpoint the skil, provide targeted instruction, and continue giving the student opportunities
to apply their learning to meaningful words, sentences, ond texts.
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From Progression to Practice

What instruction can look ke across the phases

FOUNDATION

Phonological & Phonemic fiwareness
+ Ord sound and syloble activities

+ Syldble blending and segrmenting

+ Inifid sound proctice

+ Sound manipulation

Letter-Sound Correspondence
« Explicit letter-sound instruction
+ Lefter and picture sorts

+ Sound identification

+ Bpplying known sounds to sylables and
words

CORE DECODING

Open, Inverse & Complex Syldbles
+ Explcit syloble instruction

+ Sylable blending

+ Word building

+ Word sorts

+ Gomes and repeated proctice

+ Decodoble words ond texts

Vowel Combinations

+ Word andlysis

+ Diptongo / hiato sorts

+ Syloble division

+ Reading words in confext

ADVANCED WORD ANALYSIS
Complex & Multisyllobic Words

+ Bredking longer words info syldbles

+ Comparing syldble structures

+ Mixed-pattern word reading

+ Word-buiding and word-anadlysis activities

Stress & Written ficcents
+ Identifying the stressed syldble

« Compoaring words with and without written
accents

» Word sorts

+ Bpplying accentuation patterns whie reading

Morphology

« Exploring roots, prefixes, and suffixes
+ Building word famiies

+ findlyzing compound words

+ Connecting word parts to meaning

FLUENCY & CONNECTED TEXT
Repeated reading

Decodoble and increasingly complex texts
+ Phrase reading

Ordl reading practice
+ Vocobulary and comprehension

« Discussion ond meaning-moking

Looking for Resources to Support the Progression?

Youll find a growing collection of Spanish literacy resources inside Biiteracy Builders, including phonological
awareness activities, letter-sound practice, syloble activities, decodable texts, fluency resources, and

The library is continuing o grow alongside this progression, with neww Sponish reading resources odded
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https://www.biliteracybuilders.com/join

You Know What Comes Next.
Now Let's Make It Easier to Teach.

I created Biliteracy Buiders because I remember what it felf ke to
Know what my students needed but stil spend hours searching for
Spanish materiols—or creating them myself.

Biiteracy Builders is a growing resource liorary created specifically for
dual languoge classrooms. Youll find Sponish literacy resources,
decodable texts, wrriting, math, monthly activities, Biiferacy Book Club
units, and more—all designed fo help make your planning a little easier.

s the library contfinues to grow, so will the resources that support
each part of this Sponish Reading Instructional Progression.

You don't have to build it all yourself.

Aiready a member?

Use the progression to identify your instructiond focus, then search the
lbrary by skil to find resources that support what you're teaching.
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